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Pio de Jesus Pico: (1801-1894) was born on May 5th, 1801, in San Gabriel,
California. He was a rancher, businessman, politician, and historical figure during
the time when California was part of Spain, then Mexico, and finally the United
States. A member of the prominent Pico family, he was one of the wealthiest
men in California at the time and was a hugely influential figure. Pio Pico was of
Native American, Spanish, Italian, and African ancestry. As the last Mexican
governor of Alta California, his life and political career were marked by tensions
between Mexico and the United States. Following the American annexation of
California, Pico dedicated himself to his businesses. In his honor, the city of Pico
Rivera, Pico Boulevard, Pio Pico Historic Park, and the Pico House in El Pueblo de
los Angeles Historical Monument now exist. - Bertha Velazquez / Merced

Cucunuchi (Estanislao): (c. 1798 — 1838) was born on the banks of Stanislaus
River near present day Modesto, and was later baptized “Estanislac” by Spanish
friars. Cucunuchi was the indigenous alcalde of Mission San José and a member
and leader of the Lakisamni tribe of the Yokuts people of northern California. He
is famous for helping indigenous people escape and revolt against the mission
establishments and Mexican government after decades of abuse and forced
labor. Estanislao educated his men in battle techniques he had learned from
Spanish and Mexican soldiers. The Stanislaus River, Stanislaus County, and the
failed Mormon settlement Stanislaus City (now Ripon) were named in his honor.

- Socorro Y. Zapien / Stanislaus
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John C. Fremont: (1813-1890) was a United States army officer, investor,
explorer and politician. Known as the “Pathfinder”, he facilitated in the conquest
of Alta California by staging the Bear Flag Revolt and defeating local Californios
with the Treaty of Cahuenga near modern day Universal Studios during the
Mexican-American War. In 1850, John Fremont remained popular among the
American public and was elected senator of California. In 1856, he lost the
presidential election to Democrat James Buchanan. In the present, John
Fremont is remembered as a controversial figure due to his participation in the
extermination of Native Americans. Some scholars regard him as a military hero
of significant accomplishment, while others view him as a failure who
repeatedly defeated his own best interests. - Macaria Santiago / Madera

John Charles Fremont

International Friendship Day: was officially established in 2011 by the United Nations General
Assembly. Through friendship, elements of community and peace can be fostered. This year, it will be
celebrated on August 3rd, 2025. - Claudia Mendoza / Merced

National Sister Day: (8/3/2025) My sister is the best. She is one of the most important people in my life. |
deeply value our conversations, our secrets, our laughter, and also our tears. | am incredibly grateful to
be able to share every moment with you—through the good times and the bad.

- Antonia Hernandez / Stanislaus

Dog Day: in the United States takes place on August 26th. An animal rescuer made this day official,
stating that it is well deserved because, although dogs are not human beings, they are very helpful to
people. - Maria Gutiérrez / Madera
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CVOC is proud to intfroduce our latest HEP
graduates:

Eliana Abbot is 42 years old and originally from the department of
Valle del Cauca in Cali, Colombia. She shares that she had a rigorous
and demanding childhood education. During her time in our program,
what helped her most toward graduation was being committed to
herself and exercising discipline with attendance to class. Her advice
for others is, “Your competition is with yourself. No matter how long it
takes, we win from the moment we decide to do it.” Currently, Eliana
has enrolled in tax preparation classes. Her words of wisdom are, “If
your net isn't in the water.. you won't catch any fish.”

Eliona Abbott

Adolfa Valencia is 37 years old and originally from Guerrero, Mexico.
She shares that she had an infrequent education as a child and had to
learn how to read with minimal help. During her time in our program,
what helped her most to graduate was the patience, understanding,
and support of her family and teachers. For Adolfa, completing her
GED was specially challenging because her youngest daughter was
born with cerebral palsy and demands most of her time. Her advice to
others is, “Don’t give up. The more you try, the sooner you will achieve
your goal.” In the future, Adolfa hopes to continue improving herself
and taking care of her baby. Her words of wisdom are, “The reward is

Adolfa Valencia worth the effort.”

CVOC is happy to announce we have received federal funds from the Department of Education to provide migrant and seasonal farm workers with a unique and exciting opportunity to obtain a GED
certificate. The High School Equivalency Program (HEP) is a 16-week GED program offered in English and Spanish. The participants will receive individualized instruction within a structured GED
curriculum as well as career, academig, life skills and personal counseling. The program will also assist participants with their individualized educational/employment goals such as entering a post-
secondary education, military, or placed in a career development program. All materials and books needed for the program will be provided absolutely FREE. Presently, the program is offered at three
sites, Winton, Modesto, and Madera. If interested, you may call or visit the Merced Training Center/ Winton at 6838 Bridget Court, PH: (209) 357-0062 the Stanislaus Training Center/Modesto at 1801H
St. Suite A-4. PH: (209) 577-3210, Patterson at 40 N. 3rd St, PH: (209) 577-3210 or Madera Training Center, 60S S Gateway Ave, Madera, CA, PH: (559) 662- 0100. Do not think about it, just do it.
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Pio de Jesus Pico: (1801-1894) nacio el 5 de mayo de 1801 en San Gabriel,
California. Fue ranchero, empresario, politico y figura historica durante la epoca
en gue California fue parte de Espana, despuées Mexico, y al final Estados Unidos.
Como miembro de la prominente familia Pico, fue uno de los hombres mas ricos
de California en esa eépoca y una figura enormemente influyente. Pio Pico era de
ascendencia nativa americana, espanola, italiana y africana. Como ultimo
gobernador mexicano de Alta California, su vida y carrera politica estuvieron
marcados por las tensiones entre México y los Estados Unidos. Tras la anexion
estadounidense de California, Pico se dedico a sus negocios. En su honor, ahora
existe la ciudad de Pico Rivera, Pico Boulevard, Parque Historico Pio Pico y la

Casa Pico en El Pueblo de los Angeles - Monumento Historico.
Pio de Jesus Pico - Bertha Velazquez / Merced

Cucunuchi (Estanislao): (c. 1798-1838) nacio a orillas del rio Stanislaus, cerca de
la actual ciudad de Modesto, y posteriormente fue bautizado "Estanislac" por
frailes espanoles. Cucunuchi fue alcalde indigena de la Mision de San Jose y lider
de la tribu Lakisamni del pueblo Yokuts del norte de California. Es famoso por
ayudar a los pueblos indigenas a escapar y rebelarse contra los
establecimientos misioneros y el gobierno mexicano despues de decadas de
abuso y trabajo forzado. Estanislao instruyo a sus hombres en técnicas de
combate que habia aprendido de soldados esparoles y mexicanos. El rio
Stanislaus, el condado de Stanislaus y el fallido asentamiento mormon de
Stanislaus City (actualmente Ripon) recibieron su nombre en honor a él.

- Socorro Y. Zapien / Stanislaus

Cucunuchi
Estanislao
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John C. Fremont: (1813-1890) fue un oficial del ejercito estadounidense,
inversionista, explorador y politico. Conocido como el "Pionerao’, facilito la conquista
de Alta California al organizar la Revuelta de la Bandera del Oso y derrotar a los
californianos locales con El Tratado de Cahuenga, cerca de los actuales Estudios
Universal, durante la Guerra México-Estadounidense. En 1850, John Fremont
mantuvo su popularidad entre el publico estadounidense y fue elegido senador de
California. En 1856, perdio las elecciones presidenciales ante el democrata James
Buchanan. En la actualidad, John Fremont es recordado como una figura
controvertida debido a su participacion en el exterminio de los nativos americanos.
Algunos academicos lo consideran un héroe militar de logros significativos,

mientras que otros lo ven como un fracaso que repetidamente frustro sus propios
John Charles Fremont  jntereses. - Macaria Santiago / Madera

El Dia Internacional de la Amistad: es una jornada que fue establecida oficialmente en 2011 por la
Asamblea General de las Naciones Unidas. Atreves de la amistad se puede cultivar elementos de
comunidad y paz. Este ano se celebrara el 3 de agosto de 2025. - Claudia Mendoza / Merced

Dia Nacional de las Hermanas: (8/3/2025) Mi hermana es la mejor. Es una de las personas mas
importantes en mi vida. Valoro profundamente nuestras conversaciones, nuestros secretos, nuestras
risas y tambien nuestras lagrimas. Estoy inmensamente agradecida por poder compartir contigo cada
momento, en los buenos y en los malos tiempos. - Antonia Hernandez / Stanislaus

El Dia del Perro: en Estados Unidos se celebrara el 26 de agosto. Una rescatista de animales hizo oficial
este dia, asegurando que es muy merecido, ya que, aunque los perros no son seres humanos, son de gran
utilidad para las personas. - Maria Gutiérrez / Madera
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CVOC se enorgullese en anunciar a nuestros
nuevos graduados de HEP:
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Eliana Abbot tiene 42 anos y es originaria del departamento Valle del
Cauca en Cali, Colombia. Ella comparte que tuvo una infancia con una
educacion rigurosa y exigente. Durante su tiempo en nuestro
programa, lo que mas le ayudo a graduarse fue comprometerse con si
misma y venir a clase disciplinadamente. Su consejo para los demas
es, “Tu competencia es contigo mismo. No importa cuanto tiempo nos
tome, ganamos desde el momento que decidimos hacerlo.” En este
monmento, Eliana ha ingresado en clases para preparacion de
impuestos. Sus palabras de sabiduria son, “Si tu red no esta en el

Eliona Abbott agua.. no atraparas ningun pez.”

Adolfa Valencia tiene 37 anos y es originaria de Guerrero, México. Ella
comparte que tuvo una infancia con educacion particular donde
aprendio a leer de su propia cuenta. Durante su tiempo en nuestro
programa, lo que mas le ayudo a graduarse fue la paciencia,
comprension y el apoyo de su familia y maestros. Para Adolfa,
completar su GED fue especialmente desafiante porque su hija menor
nacio con pardlisis cerebral y requiere la mayor parte de su atencion.
Su consejo para los demas es, “No te rindas. Mientras mas esfuerzo,
mas pronto lograras tu propdsito.” En el futuro, Adolfa desea seguir
mejorandose y cuidar de su bebé. Sus palabras de sabiduria son, “La
Adolfa Valencia recompensa vale el valor de tu esfuerzo.”

CVOC esta muy feliz de anunciar que hemos recibido fondos federales del Departamento de Educacion para proporcionar a los trabajadores agricolas migrantes y de temporada una oportunidad
Unica y emocionante de obtener un GED certificado. EI Programa de Equivalencia de Escuela Secundaria (HEP) es un programa GED de 16 semanas que se ofrece en inglés y en espaiiol. Los
participantes recibiran instruccion individualizada dentro de un curriculo estructurado de GED, asi como orientacién profesional, académica, de habilidades para la vida y personal. El programa
también ayudara a los participantes con sus metas educativas y laborales individualizadas, como ingresar a una educacion postsecundaria, al servicio militar o colocarse en un programa de
desarrollo profesional.

Todos los materiales y libros necesarios para el programa se proporcionardn absolutamente GRATIS. Actualmente, el programa se ofrece en tres sitios: Winton, Modesto y Madera. Si estd interesado,
puede llamar o visitar Merced Training Center/Winton en 6838 Bridget Court, TEL: (209) 357-0062 Ext. 13S; Stanislaus Training Center/Modesto en 1801H St., Suite A-4, TEL: (209) 577-3210; Patterson
en 40 N. 3rd St., TEL: (209) 577-3210; o Madera Training Center, 605 S Gateway Ave, Madera, CA, TEL: (559) 662-0100. {NO LO PIENSES MAS, LLAMA YA!
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